Blog #4 – Freedom of Speech

My blog this week is going to be about free speech and how that has been called into question recently with the events surrounding Charlottesville Virginia.   Before I do so, let me make a small self-disclosure.  Just as a political point of reference, I am a huge liberal.  HUGE.  I truly believe in most if not all of the causes and concerns that would classify you as liberal.   I feel I need to say this because my blog today is on why I feel the white supremacists should be allowed to express themselves in a peaceful manner.
Personally, I abhor the viewpoints of these individuals.  I find it sad in this day and age that people feel this way about other people based on race.  That said, free speech is not defined as “free speech only for what I believe in.”   I think the following quotes help sum up my position on this subject.  The first one is from S.G Tallentyre, The Friends of Voltaire, “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” (Tallentyre et al.). The second one is by Scott Howard Phillips where he says, “You can’t pick and choose which types of freedom (free speech) sic you want to defend.  You must defend all of it or be against all of it” (Tallentyre et al.).
In these cases, I believe these groups must have a right to express themselves in our democracy.  That said, I, and others like me, have the right to protest against what they are saying in a peaceful way or choose to ignore their viewpoints entirely. I completely understand the emotions and rancor that these groups bring out in people.  How can one defend such vile statements?   I don’t defend the content of the speech; I do not defend the lack of civility and basic human standards white supremacist groups display; I only defend their right to express their viewpoint in a peaceful manner no matter how repugnant. 

Words have consequences.   I believe and agree with people who are looking into options on how to stop these groups from demonstrating.  You, as a reader, may rightly question me around how these differing viewpoints seem at odds with each other.  In my mind they are distinct.   I defend the right for people to express themselves and their opinions even if I find them abhorrent.   I also agree that words are not said in a vacuum. Words have power and just because you can say something doesn’t mean there won’t be repercussions for what you have said.   This is where I feel groups that oppose the white supremacists should focus their opposition.  Not on the words themselves or if they have the right to say them in the first place, but the intent of the words to incite violence and hatred.  One day, I truly hope that people will be judged on their character and not on the color of their skin or whom they love.  Until then, we must stand up to oppression around freedom of speech.  I would like to close this blog with a quote from Noam Chomsky, ‘“If we do not believe in freedom of expression for people we despise, we do not believe in it at all” (Tallentyre et al.). 
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